
Southington Public Library and Museum 

255 Main Street, Southington CT 

Library Board Meeting 

September 10, 2012 

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Mary Ellen D’Angelo at 6:30PM. 

 

Members in attendance:  Mary Ellen D’Angelo, Frances Meade, Heidi Bittner, Robert 

Cusano, Patricia Kraut, Marion Manware, Kelly Nichols, Ruth Riccio and Diann 

Thomson.   

 

Guests:  Ann Bova, Robert Troganowski. 

 

Secretary Minutes 

 

Public Communications:  Special guests, Ann Bova and Robert Troganowski of 

Community Foundation of Greater New Britain spoke to the board about the library 

board’s endowment funds.  They covered how the funds grow and explained numbers in 

the funds.  They pointed out that the library’s website is linked to the endowment website 

in order to better serve the public in planned giving.  Troganowski pointed out that the 

library endowment fund is not managed by the town.  Board members were able to raise 

questions and to discuss matters with Bova and Troganowski.  

 

Library Communications:  There were none. 

 

Secretary Minutes:  Ruth Riccio made a motion to accept the July secretary minutes.  

Patricia Kraut seconded.  Approved. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Ruth Riccio made a motion to approve the July treasurer’s report.  

Patricia Kraut seconded.   Approved.  The library board’s checking account is being 

transferred to the town’s accounting system, MUNIS.  Town Attorney Mark Sciota 

stated, “Upon converting the Library Trust accounts to the town’s financial management 

system, MUNIS, requisitions charged to the Library Trust Fund (219) in the amount of 

$5,000. or more will require the town manager’s approval via MUNIS solely for 

procedural purposes.  Purchasing decisions and authorization to purchase will continue to 

be made by the library board.” 

 

Director’s Report:  Director Susan Smayda reported to the board that she, the library 

bookkeeper and the chairman of the library board met with the town attorney and 

assistant finance director in order to work on migrating the library board’s funds into the 

MUNIS system.  She attended a Public Library Section of the Connecticut Library 

Association meeting.  This group, which meets quarterly, will meet in September at the 

Barnes Museum.  Smayda reported the most successful Taste of Southington ever.  She 

praised Barnes Museum Curator Marie Secondo’s excellent organization and fund-raising 

skills, which garnered a co-sponsorship from TDBank.  Smayda met with a Recorded 

Books representative who aided in reevaluating all of the library’s downloadable 



materials, including OneClick, Universal Class and Transparent Language.  Smayda is 

requesting an upgrade for a vacant part-time children’s librarian position.  She is utilizing 

substitutes to fill in for as many hours as possible.  One staff member is out on Workers’ 

Compensation.  Both unexpected absences have created serious scheduling issues for the 

children’s and lending departments.  New lights were installed in the library’s ceiling as a 

part of the town’s energy efficiency program.  She has received quotes to replace torn 

carpet tiles in front of the lending desk.  Interviews with the top three, from dozens of 

architects’ proposals, will be conducted in order to choose one firm which will create a 

study of the library.  The library had scheduled a migration from its current ILS server to 

a hosted server on October 4
th

, but that was postponed.  In celebration of the Freedom to 

Read, several Southington notables will read short passages from books that have been 

banned or challenged, on October 3
rd

.  Smayda invited board members to participate.  

Barnes Museum roof work is almost completed.  An insurance claim is being worked out 

for the collapsed Barnes museum gazebo and the wrought iron fence was damaged in an 

automobile accident, for which Smayda and the town attorney are receiving quotes.  

Smayda is still working on documentation to support the board’s request for Barnes Trust 

funds for Barnes repairs and renovations. 

 

Committee Reports:   The board created an endowment committee.  Members of the 

committee are Robert Cusano, Diann Thomson and Ruth Riccio.  Susan Smayda is an ex 

officio member. 

 

Barnes Museum:  Curator Marie Secondo reported that there were 18 tours of the Barnes 

museum conducted throughout the month of July, which included 178 visitors from local 

residents, schools, community service volunteers and researchers.  Besides Southington 

residents, visitors were from Portland, Manchester, Higganum, Simsbury, Watertown, 

Naugatuck, Clinton and Willimantic to name a few.  They also came from the states of 

Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Louisiana.  Secondo presented the board with a detailed 

chronological report for work conducted on the Taste of Southington as well as an 

expense and revenue report, a list of restaurants, a layout of the event and a copy of press 

coverage. 

 

Friends of the Library:  There are now Saturday hours in the Friends of the Library 

Bookstore.  The Friends will hold their annual meeting in September, to which board 

members are invited.  

 

Building & Maintenance:  Smayda reviewed carpet tile replacement quotes.  The board 

discussed replacing the tiles.  A pipe which has caused damage to ceiling tiles will be 

evaluated by a roofing company familiar with the problem.  Wall paint colors for the 

main area of the library are being considered.   

 

Personnel and Policies:  This was covered in the director’s report. 

 

Old Business:  The board reviewed the library painting project.   

 



New Business:  The board discussed snowplowing bids, which are now the responsibility 

of the town attorney. 

 

Frances Meade made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Ruth Riccio seconded.  Meeting 

adjourned at 8:05PM. 

 

Respectively Submitted, Harriet Bitar 

 

 


